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builder near Saragossa. His master gave him his dinner and
lodging in a barn, but no wages; he had to find his own boots
and clothes. When he went out with the cart, he was never
without a song on his lips. Only two things disturbed him: the
frisky horse, and his left arm which was already beginning to
wither and was not strong enough to hold the animal in.1

He had forgotten almost everything he had learnt at the
village school; but one October, he began to work for the
bachillerato (school-certificate). His master stopped his dinner
and only let him have his bed. In order to buy clothes and
boots, books and food, he had to go to work, and found em-
ployment as a builder's labourer, while his school work was
done by night. Reading opened to him, a world of wonders
which filled him with excitement; school-books were insuffi-
cient to satisfy his hunger for learning. He read everything he
could get hold of, admired everything, wanted to know every-
thing: science, art, history. He often sat up all night, reading
and taking notes. In his first examinations he got three distinc-
tions and two medals. He managed to be among the Spanish
workmen sent to the Paris Exhibition of 1867, and then
settled down at Madrid to study law. He had no money; he
was always underfed and often on the brink of starvation. He
persuaded the porter of a club (of which he was not a member)
to lend him books out of the club library, without permission.
He promised the porter a Christmas-box for his services: but
when Christmas came round, he was unable to afford it. For a
long time he possessed no socks and only one shirt, and in spite
of his hard and unceasing work, he sometimes failed in his
examinations and experienced more bitterly than most the
consequent disappointment. He gave lessons in Spanish to a
kind-hearted American, a Mr Tower, who paid him 2000 reaks
(about ^20) and took him to Segovia and Avila, La Granja and
the Escorial.

At the proclamation of the republic in 1873 Costa was
already a doctor of laws, and had great political ambitions. But
he decided to stand apart from the struggle until his time should
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